HOW TEACHERS CAN HELP TO MARKET THE SCHOOL
(from St. Francis de Sales School, Philadelphia, PA)

· Alert the Principal and Marketing Committee about interesting classroom activities:  speakers, art work, essay/poetry work, etc.

· Return parent calls the same day

· Send award certificates/stickers home frequently with students

· Attach personal notes to quarterly progress reports

· Invite parents to visit during classroom projects

· Be aware of the “look” of the classroom:  change displays, bulletin boards often, keep room clean and free of clutter.  Children can assist by “policing” the room daily for litter, papers, etc.
· Encourage the students to always speak positively about the school

· Showcase “show and tell” projects by students with unusual skills or hobbies and allow them to bring their collections to share

· Invite parents in to demonstrate their own skills, hobbies and occupations

· Dress professionally and appropriately

· Attend school functions: plays, concerts, sporting events, especially when your students are involved

· Participate in parish liturgical celebrations

· Return assignments, graded and annotated, promptly

· Thank parents for entrusting their child with you; tell them how much you enjoy having their child in your class

· Keep a birthday calendar and recognize student birthdays weekly

· Never embarrass, criticize, or make fun of students in the classroom (or in the faculty lounge)

· Consider the parent to be a “partner” with a right to know – they are the primary educators of their children

· Break up the classroom routine each month with an unusual teaching experiment or activity

· Always be prepared for visitors.  Ensure that the students are always prepared to welcome guests with a song, poem, prayer or discussion of the current lesson.  They should also be able to share what they love best about their school.
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