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Introduction
Since 1965 students, teachers and other private and religious school personnel have the statutory right to participate in several K-12 education programs authorized by the federal government.

Participation in these programs does not guarantee your school will receive these funds.  The program funds are distributed to the state and/or local educational agencies (LEA -- public school districts).  It is up to you to ensure the LEA allocates these funds to your school. 

I am also providing you with information about the Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act, which allows “C” Corporations to make certain donations to non-profit organizations and receive a tax credit. 

I am giving you this so you can take full advantage of the government dollars available to our Catholic schools.  I know you will find that these programs will benefit your students and your schools. 

If you face any obstacles as you move forward, please do not hesitate to contact me at (860)541-6310.   Thank you. 

Sincerely,

John L. Cattelan

Director

Connecticut Federation of Catholic School Parents
Connecticut Federation of Catholic School Parents

134 Farmington Avenue

Hartford, CT 06105

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

Introduction

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) is expected to stimulate the economy with more than $100 billion earmarked for education.  These funds are a one-time investment that are to be spent expeditiously to save and create jobs and to advance effective reforms, while ensuring accountability and transparency in the effective use of funds.
Half of these funds were distributed to the State Education Agencies (SEAs) at the end of March. If you have not already done so, it is urgent that Catholic school personnel responsible for federal programs (principals or designated personnel) immediately contact the LEAs (Local Education Agencies) to begin the consultation process regarding the distribution of funds to your school.  

Background

Catholic schools are eligible to receive funds for Title IA (Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantage), Title IID (Enhancing Education Through Technology) and IDEA (Individual with Disabilities Education Act).

Title I-A Funds – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged
50% of Title IA funds were distributed by the end of March, 2009.  Your school will not be required to complete a new application.    Another 50% will be distributed by the end of September, 2009.  Your school will need to provide information to the LEA regarding your plan on how the funds were spent to meet recording requirements to receive the September allocation of these funds.  

The Title IA funds from ARRA are a one-time investment.  It is suggested you do not create programs that cannot be sustained beyond the 2010-2011 school year.  These funds are meant to create programs to improve teaching and learning consistent with Title I.
95% of the funds allocated by the Federal Government are meant to be distributed to local school districts.  The Federal Government is encouraging states to use 40% of those funds for middle and high schools.  

These additional funds provided by the Federal Government will allow more Catholic school students to be served, allows the LEA to expand the number of schools and grade levels served, and extend learning opportunities for students.  In addition, there are no reporting requirements for Catholic schools to the SEA.  

Finally, while waivers may be granted for roll-over of funds, these funds are to be expended by the end of 2011.

Title II-D Funds – Enhancing Education through Technology
Funds for Title IID will be made available in the fall of 2009.  You will be required to provide new information to your LEA.  The distribution of these funds will be based on your school’s enrollment.  
The purpose of the additional funds for Title IID is to help all students become technologically literate by the end of the 8th grade through integration of technology with both teacher training and curriculum development.  

The federal government has suggested that 25% of Title IID funds be used for professional development, improve academic achievement, allow schools to acquire instructional materials that integrate technology, create capacity for communication technology, and promote parental involvement. 

IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
50% of funds for IDEA are due to arrive to the SEA by the end of March and be distributed immediately to LEAs.  The other 50% will be distributed by the end of September 2009.   

The LEA is required to spend a proportionate amount of IDEA federal funds to provide services to this group of children.  These funds will allow more students to receive IDEA services and students currently receiving services may be provided with additional instruction.  

IDEA funds can be used to obtain assistive technologies.  In addition, they may be used for professional development.  
Consultation

As a Catholic school administrator, if you, or a representative from your school, have not met with your LEA, you need to do so immediately.  

The consultation process is required by law and it must be timely and meaningful.  Your consultation process should discuss programs available.  You should also address specific needs of your private school students.  

You are not obligated to sign the participation agreement before the consultation takes place.  Do not sign the agreement until you are satisfied with your agreement with the LEA.  
During your meeting with the LEA, you should discuss your students’ needs and what type of services may be offered.  In addition, you need to address how, where the services will be provided, and the amount of funds that will be available.   It must be noted that services should be provided on site at the child’s private school.  This should not be a cost issue.
Funding Distribution

To learn how much your district has been allocated visit www.learningpt.org/recovery/.

Click on “fund finder” and select Connecticut, then your local school district.   This site will provide you with an amount your local municipality should be receiving for IDEA and Title I.  
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Connecticut Catholic School Participation in
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, provides benefits to private and religious school students and teachers.  The reauthorized ESEA requires equitable services for private and religious school students, teachers and other education personnel in some of its major programs.  

The following are explanations of some of the provisions and brief summaries that are meant to help Connecticut’s Catholic schools take advantage of these programs. 

Equitable Participation
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to provide services to eligible private and religious school students, teachers, and other personnel consistent with the number of eligible students enrolled in private and religious schools in the LEA.  These services and other benefits must be comparable to the services and other benefits provided to public school students and teachers participating in the program and they must be provided in a timely manner.
To ensure equitable participation, the LEA or other entity receiving federal financial assistance must assess, address and evaluate the needs of private school students and teachers; spend an equal amount of funds per student to provide services; and provide private and religious school students and teachers with an opportunity to participate in activities equivalent to the opportunity provided public school students and teachers.  A consultation is mandatory.  A failure to do so could result in your school receiving no funds.  
Consultation
The provisions of NCLB require a timely and meaningful consultation between the entity receiving federal financial assistance (local municipality or LEA) and private or religious school officials. 

The goal of the consultation is to design and implement a program that will provide equitable services and meet the needs of eligible private and religious school students and teachers.  Consultation between the parties must occur before any decision is made that could affect the ability of private and religious school students. 
The consultation must include discussion on such issues as: 

· how students’ needs will be identified; 

· what services will be offered; 

· how and where the services will be provided;
· who will provide the services;

· how the services will be assessed and how the results of assessment will be used to improve those services;

· the amount of funds available for services;

· the size and scope of the services to be provided;

· how and when decisions about the delivery of services will be made.  

Title I:  Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged
Under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), LEAs are required to provide services for eligible private and religious school students, as well as eligible public school students.  The Title I services provided to private and religious schools must be equitable.  

The amount of Title I funds allocated to each participating public school area is determined mainly on the basis of the total number of low-income students residing in each area.  In addition to data from free and reduced lunch forms, schools may use financial assistance forms to determine the number of families who qualify for Title I services.  The LEA calculates the per-pupil allocation for each participating public school attendance area.  Then, based on the total number of children from low-income families residing in each area attending either public or private schools, the LEA calculates the total amount of funds for each area.

The Title I services provided by the LEA for private school participants are designed to meet their education needs and to supplement the educational services provided by the private or religious school.  These services may be provided by the LEA or by a contractor who is independent of the private school and any religious organization. 

Many of our schools that are eligible for Title I funding have found it difficult to obtain appropriate information from parents about their eligibility for school lunch programs.  It is very important to let the parents know this information is necessary to obtain funding for your school and that you are the only individual that will see the information.    

Consultation
The consultation process between public and private school officials regarding the Title 1 program services should result in a Title 1 program designed to meet the education needs of eligible private and religious school Children. 

Consultation topics must include at a minimum:

· how the LEA will identify the needs of the eligible children;
· what services the LEA will offer to eligible children;
· how, where, and by whom the LEA will provide services;
· how the LEA will assess progress and use results to improve services;
· the method or source of data that the LEA will use to determine the number of private and religious school children from low-income families residing in a participating public school attendance area;
· how and when the LEA will make decisions about the delivery of services to eligible children;
· how the LEA will involve families in the Title I program;
· what professional development activities the LEA will offer to the private and religious school teachers of Title I participants.

Title I regulations requires that each LEA must obtain a written affirmation signed by the official of each participating private or religious school, that the required consultation process has occurred.  A signature on an affirmation form signifies the private or religious school official is satisfied that an equitable program has been designed.  If the private or religious school official does not believe the LEA engaged in a timely and meaningful consultation they may file a complaint with the State Education Agency (CT State Department of Education).  The decision of the State Education Agency may be appealed to the U.S. secretary of education.

Title II:  Preparing, Training and Recruiting High-Quality Teachers and Principals
Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting Fund

The fund provides assistance for preparing, training, recruiting and retaining high-quality teachers.  The amount of funding available for private and religious school personnel must be equitable to the extent the LEA uses its funds for professional development.
Activities may include improving teachers’ knowledge in core academic subjects; effective instructional teaching strategies; technology integration training; teaching students with different learning styles; using assessments to improve instruction and student outcomes; involving parents more effectively; and education leadership development.

In the past some of these funds were returned to the Federal Government because our schools were not using the funds properly.  It is important school administrators conduct a needs assessment for teacher training and create programs were these funds can be adequately used. 

Title II, Part A funds are good for two years.

Part D – Enhancing Education Through Technology
This program provides funds for innovative initiatives to support the integration of education technology into classrooms to improve teaching and learning.  
This program requires the equitable participation of students and teachers in private and religious schools located in school district where grants are awarded.
Title IV:  21st Century Schools

Part A – Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities

This program supports programs that offer a safe and drug-free learning environment.  Authorized activities include drug, violence and suicide prevention programs.  The equitable participation of private and religious school students applies to programs authorized under the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act, including the competitive grant programs awarded directly by the Department.
Title VI:  Flexibility and Accountability
Title VI allows SEAs and LEAs to transfer a portion (up to 50%) of program funds from a designated program to other specified programs that better address their needs.  Each of the programs covered by the transferability authority is subject to the equitable participation requirements.  The law requires SEAs and LEAs to conduct consultations with private and religious school officials prior to making any decision regarding the transfer of funds that could affect the ability of the private or religious school students and teachers from benefiting from programs for which they are eligible.

The SEA and LEA must still provide equitable services to private and religious school students and teachers from the overall funds available for a program, including the transferred funds.
Here is a CT Department of Education website that lists what your school should be receiving for Title II and IV - http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/rfp/summary1.pdf
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The Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program

Under the Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program, C Corporations may donate funds directly to school scholarship programs under the guise of neighborhood assistance or may receive a donation for building renovations.

The program does require some work from our schools and development staff.  Corporations will need to know about the potential tax credit and be informed that a particular school is participating in this program.

Background

C Corporations can receive a credit of 60% of their approved contribution to certain programs approved by the Department of Revenue Services. Any tax credit that is not taken in the income year in which the contribution was made may be carried back to the two immediately preceding income years (beginning with the earlier of such years).

The program has several statutory limits, including the following:

· A business is limited to receiving $75,000 in tax credit annually. 

· A non-profit organization is limited to receiving $150,000 in contributions in the aggregate. 

· The total charitable contributions of the contributing business must equal or exceed its prior year’s amount (unless the contribution is to an approved open space acquisition fund). 

· The minimum contribution on which credit can be granted is $250. 

· The program has a five million dollar cap, which, if exceeded, results in prorating of approved donations. 

$5 million is allocated annually for this tax credit program.  In 2006 only $3.4 million of the tax credits were claimed and in 2007 only $1.2 million.  

Information
For more information please visit the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services website - http://www.ct.gov/drs/cwp/view.asp?a=1447&q=266058
The website from the Secretary of State can assist you in locating Corporations in your local municipality - http://www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/index.jsp
Timeline

Date



Task

Ongoing


Work with C Corporations to make them aware of program 

July 1
Catholic school submits NAA-01 form to local municipality

July 1
Municipality completes part IV of form NAA-01 and submits it to Connecticut Department of Revenue Services

September 1
C Corporations obtain list of approved programs from Connecticut Department of Revenue Services

Sept. 15 – Oct. 1
C Corporations submit NAA-02 form to receive tax credit to Department of Revenue Services
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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
Introduction

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act is a federal law that requires each state to ensure that a free appropriate public education is available to all eligible children with disabilities residing in that state.  
This document is meant to provide you with information as it pertains to children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in a Catholic school.  In IDEA, these children are referred to as “parentally placed private school children” with disabilities, and the benefit available to them is different from the benefits for children attending a public school.

IDEA is designed to improve educational results for all children with disabilities.  Therefore, it provides benefits and services to children with disabilities in public schools and requires school districts to make services and benefits available to children with disabilities enrolled by parents in private schools.  The law requires state education agencies (SEAs) and local education agencies (LEAs) to ensure the equitable participation of parentally placed children with disabilities in programs assisted by or carried out under the equitable participation requirements that apply to them. 

Parentally placed children with disabilities do not have an individual entitlement to services they would receive if they were enrolled in a public school.  Instead, the LEA is required to spend a proportionate amount of IDEA federal funds to provide services to this group of children.  Therefore, it is possible that some parentally placed children with disabilities will not receive any services while others will.  For those who receive services, the amount and type of services also may differ from the services the child would receive if placed in a public school by the parents or in a private school by a public agency.  LEAs are required to consult with private school representatives and parents of parentally placed children with disabilities during the design and development of special education and related services for these children. 

LEA Responsibility

The LEA is responsible for implementing IDEA requirements for parentally placed children with disabilities.  This includes the obligation that the LEA locates, identifies, evaluates, and spends a proportionate share of IDEA funds for equitable services for children.  

However, it may fall upon the private school administrator and parent to notify the LEA if they believe a student has a possible disability. 

Consultation

LEAs are required to consult with both private school representatives and parent representatives of parentally placed private school children with disabilities.  The consultation process should be conducted through the school year so that the student can participate in special education and related services as determined during the consultation process.  

The consultation should address:

· how children suspected of having a disability can participate equitably 

· how parents, teachers and administrators will be informed of the process

· the determination of the proportionate share of funds

· the types of services that should be provide

· how and when those services shall be provided

Written Affirmation and Complaints
The LEA must obtain a written affirmation statement from the private school representatives who participated in the consultation process that timely and meaningful consultation has occurred.  If the private school representatives do not provide a written affirmation, the LEA is required to notify the SEA.
Consultation must be both timely and meaningful and occur during the design and development of special education and related services for parentally placed children with disabilities to access benefits from IDEA.  

If private school representatives believe that consultation has not occurred in a timely and meaningful manner or that the LEA has not given due consideration to their views, they have the right to complain to the SEA.  To submit a complaint, the private school representatives must provide to the SEA the basis of the noncompliance by the LEA and include provisions in the law.   The LEA must then forward the appropriate documentation to the SEA.  If the private school officials are not satisfied with the response of the SEA, they are allowed to submit a complaint to the U.S. Secretary of Education.  

Child Find

Each LEA must locate, identify, and evaluate all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in a private school.  The LEA must conduct a thorough and complete child find process to determine the number of parentally placed children with disabilities attending a private school.    

The child find activities must be similar to those the LEA undertakes for public school children and it must be done in a comparable time period.  This includes a requirement to conduct initial evaluations within 60 days of receipt of parental consent or within the timeframe established by the state. 
The costs of carrying out child find, including individual evaluations, may not be considered in determining whether an LEA has met its obligations to expend a proportionate share of federal IDEA funds. 
Parental Consent

Parental consent must be obtained before any information regarding a parentally placed private school child is shared with a LEA. 
A parent is not required by law to consent to an evaluation or reevaluation of their child. 

Record Keeping
LEAs are required to gather and maintain data on children with disabilities enrolled by their parents in private schools and submit data to the appropriate SEA.  
Expenditures of Federal IDEA Funds and Transportation
Every year each LEA must expend a proportionate share of federal IDEA funds on equitable services for parentally placed private school children with disabilities.  

If necessary for a parentally placed child to benefit from or participate in the services provided under the services plan, he or she must be provided with transportation from the school of the home to a site other than the private school; and from the services to the private school, or to their child’s home, depending on the timing of the services.  LEAs are not required to provide transportation from the child’s home to the private school.  The cost of this transportation may be included in calculating whether the LEA has met the expenditure requirements of the proportionate share. 

Formula for Expenditures
The formula for determining the proportionate share of the LEA’s subgrant is based on the total number of eligible parentally placed children with disabilities aged 3 through 21 attending private schools located in the district in relations to the total number of eligible public and private school children with disabilities aged 3 through 21 in the LEA’s jurisdiction.  

The formula is:

Total Federal Dollars


Eligible Children Enrolled 

Total 
______________________
X       
by their Parents in Private
=  
Proportionate 






Schools Located in the LEA

Share for

Total IDEA Eligible Public






Parentally

And private School







Placed Child

LEAs must expend a proportionate share of their subgrant for children aged 3 to 5 who are enrolled in their parents in private school that meet the definition of elementary school.  Elementary school is defined as a nonprofit institutional day or residential school.  

Services
Services may be provided directly by the LEA or by a contract with a third party.  Each student with a disability must have a service plan.   The LEA must ensure that a representative of the private school attends each meeting to develop the service plan.  If the private school representative is unable to attend, the LEA must use other methods to ensure participation.   
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E-RATE

Background

The E-Rate program provides discounted telecommunications services, access to the Internet, and computer networking services to public and private schools, along with public libraries.  E-Rate discounts can be used for both existing school services, such as basic telephone, fax lines, cell phones and for new innovations designed to bring a school’s technology infrastructure into the 21st century. 

The E-Rate program is administered by the Universal Services Administrative Company (USAC).  Information about applying for the program, including forms, deadlines and eligibility information, is available at the following website - 

http://www.universalservice.org/sl/about/overview-process.aspx
Key Provisions

· All public and private K-12 schools with endowments less than $50 million are eligible for the discounts.

· Discounts apply to all commercially available telecom services, including telephone service, internet access, and internet connections.   Discounts also apply to equipment necessary to transport information within a school, including routers, hubs, network file servers ( and necessary software, and LANs. 

· Discounts range from 20% to 90%, with a higher discount for rural institutions.  The discount rate is based on the number of children eligible for the federal school lunch program. 

· Discounts do not apply to computers, hardware, filtering software, fax machines, modems, teacher training, upgrades to the electrical system and asbestos removal. 

· All services for which discounts are sought must be subject to a competitive bidding process which is described in the application form and instructions located and the USAC website.  
· Schools must have a technology plan that must be approved before filing the form seeking payment of the discount to providers. 

Application Process

The application process to receive E-Rate discounts has several steps to follow and forms to complete in order to successfully apply for and receive E-Rate discounts. These steps include: 
· preparing a technology plan 
· opening the competitive process 
· seeking discounts on eligible services 
· confirming the receipt of services 
· invoicing for services 
The application process has three separate forms and steps: 

1)  Notification:
· An application form (Form 470) is required.  This contains information about the types of eligible services you wish to purchase under the discount plan. 

· This will become an RFP, a request for proposals from service providers. 

· This RFP must remain on the website for 28 days before contracts may be signed for specific services. 

2) Commitment of Funds: 
· After you contract with such providers, you will submit a form (Form 471) notifying the Universal Service Fund of the services you will be purchasing and the amount of discount you will be requesting. 

· The amount of discount on all eligible services is determined by the number of students in the school who are/would be eligible to receive free and reduced price school lunch 
3)  Payment: 
· Once you begin receiving services, an additional form (Form 486) must be submitted which will authorize the USF (Universal Service Fund) to pay the providers the discounted portion of the bill. 

· The technology plan will have to be approved before you can file this form. 

Each of the steps in the application process is covered in more detail in the instructions and the guidance materials posted on the USAC web site.  http://www.universalservice.org/sl/about/overview-process.aspx
 
Planning for Educational Technology
Many technology plans focus on hardware and software, failing to present a strategic and comprehensive view of a technology-supported transformation of the teaching and learning process. The effective educational use of technology requires intensive planning that takes into account several key components: 
· how the technology will be used 

· how professional development of staff will be provided 

· how the technology will be acquired 

· how technical support for on-going development will be maintained 

· how the technology plan will be evaluated 

The USAC website has comprehensive information about the required elements of a technology plan that meets the requirements for certification.  http://www.universalservice.org/sl/applicants/step02/technology-planning/
Overview of Process of Developing an Integrated Technology Plan
Gather information about integrating technology into the education process


Create task forces to assist with the various components that comprise elements of an effective planning strategy

Develop a 3-5 year master plan which incorporates the work of the task forces into a unified action plan. 

Private School Technology Plan Approval Process 

This outline pertains to that process that may be used by Catholic schools as the most expeditious way to proceed. 

The Schools and Libraries Division will certify entities eligible to approve nonpublic school plans. These entities may include:

· a diocese for  its own  schools 

· regional accreditation associations 

· national, state, regional, and local private school associations 

· national, state, and regional parochial school associations 

· State Education Department or an entity it has delegated   

Review criteria
To qualify as an approved Technology Plan for a Universal Service discount, the plan must meet the following five criteria that are core elements of successful school and library technology initiatives: 

a. the plan must establish clear goals and a realistic strategy for using telecommunications and information technology to improve education or library services; 

b. the plan must have a professional development strategy to ensure that staff know how to use these new technologies to improve education or library services; 

c. the plan must include an assessment of the telecommunication services, hardware, software, and other services that will be needed to improve education or library services; 

d. the plan must provide for a sufficient budget to acquire and maintain the hardware, software, professional development, and other services that will be needed to implement the strategy; and 

e. the plan must include an evaluation process that enables the school or library to monitor progress toward the specified goals and make mid-course corrections in response to new developments as they arise.

How To Calculate Your E-Rate Discount

Each school discount rate is based on two factors:

A. the percentage of students eligible for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 

B. the "rurality" of the area where the school or library is located. 

There are nine different ways to calculate the eligibility of students for the school lunch program. Any one of these factors will qualify a student as eligible. A student qualifies as "eligible" if he/she comes from a family which:

1. 1) Has a family income level that meets these NSLP criteria:

	Department of Agriculture Income Eligibility Guidelines
Reduced Price Meals
7/1/06 - 6/30/07

	Household Size
	Annual Income 

	1
	$ 18,130. 

	2
	$ 24,420. 

	3
	$ 30,710.

	4
	$ 37,000.

	5
	$ 43,290. 

	6
	$ 49,580. 

	7
	$ 55,870. 

	8
	$ 62,160.

	For each additional family member, add $6,290.


2. The criteria for determining the school discount percentage for the E-Rate program is satisfied by using the guidelines for reduced price meals.
3. These guidelines are for eligibility for reduced price meals in the 48 contiguous United States, District of Columbia, Guam and the Territories. Cost of living adjustments are provided for Alaska and Hawaii. For complete information about federal poverty guidelines for Alaska and Hawaii, as well as guidelines for free meals, consult the US Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service website at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Lunch/Default.htm.

4. Receives Aid for Dependent Children (ADC) benefits 

5. Receives food stamps 

6. Receives Medicaid 

7. Receives Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

8. Receives federal public housing assistance, such as Section 8 

9. Participates in the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

10. Receives tuition assistance (if your school income eligibility criteria approximates NSLP guidelines) 

11. Is a foster child 

Once you have calculated the percentage of children eligible for the National School Lunch Program, you need to determine whether the area where the school is located is classified as "rural" or "urban." To determine urban/rural classification, consult the SLD website tool that links to the government database by cllicking here.
After you have determined the percentage of students eligible to participate in the National School Lunch Program, and whether the applying entity is in a rural or urban area, consult the following table to arrive at a discount rate

	DISCOUNT MATRIX
	DISCOUNT LEVEL

	Percent of Students Eligible for National School Lunch Program
	Urban Discount Percent
	Rural Discount Percent

	1
	20
	25

	1-19
	40
	50

	20-34
	50
	60

	35-49
	60
	70

	50-74
	80
	80

	75-100
	90
	90
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